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V. The Original of a Polypus difcomrd^ by Mr. 
Giles^ ftvorn Surgeon at St. Come* bdtig 
traj^JIdted from the Fr ogres de la Medeciiie 
of MoDftenr Btxxmt^ Art, III. Journal II L 

N the Month of Jme 1684, I was called to fee Ma- 
dam who had a Polypus ia the right Noftril ; 

after I had examin'd the marks of it which were to be 
foft, white, and without pain ; I endeavcur'd to pull it 
out, which r did without pain or any bad accident. 
But after this Extra<9:ion, (he ftill felt fbme trouble in 
her Nofe, and moifture did pals with difficulty from the 
Nofe to the Throat. This engaged me, feeing no more 
in the Noftrils to look into the Mouth, where I percei- 
vedl)ehind the Vvula, a ftrangebody of the bignefs of 
half a Nut, which I judged to be a portion of the fame 
Polypus. In view of this I determined to draw it our, 
being encouraged by the advice of Monfieur Fede, curi- 
ous both in Phyfiick and Philofbphy, and of Monfieur 
Vary a moft expert Surgeon. Having pulled it out in 
their prefence, we found it of an extraordinary fhapej 
the Piece by which I laid hold of it was hard, and of a 
dark brown ; it was faftned by two Branches, which 
feem'd to have taken their fliape in the Nofe, being each 
of them as big as a fweet Almond j their fubftance was 
fofter, and whiter. Befides thefe three parts, it had a 
little ftalk fomt thing red, of the bignefs ofaCherry- 
llalk : There was not a drop of Blood fpilt, and the Pa- 
tient felt no pain in the Operation j all trouble was re- 
moved, and the liquor pailed eafily. 

In all this there is nothing extraordinary for ma- 
ny Praftitioners might have met with the hkc. At the 
end of two Years the Patient died of a malignant Fever,- 
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and forafmuch as fometime before her Death, flie com- 
plained of a new trouble in her Nofe. I earneftly defi- 
red leave of the Family to open this Org-'.n, which was 
granted me ; I did it in the prefence of the fame Per* 
ions I have named. Being defirous to find the o. iginal 
of this Polypus^ we broke the Bone to emit nothing ; af- 
ter we had broke all, we found nothing in all the Nofe, 
but a httle piece of Flefli very foft, which came out of a 
clefc of the ProcefTus Pterygoides | we foiJow'd it cxad- 
ly, which brought us into the Sinus of the upper Jaw ; we 
broke this Bone alfb, and perceiv-d in thdsSinmz ropy 
and clear humour, in the middle of which there was a 
body like in figure confidence and colour to a greater 
one, which we had before taken out ; we took notice al* 
fo of a little red fpeck, which feem'd to be the root of 
this Folypm^ 

The Pdypuis arc fpungy excrefcencies, which ac- 
cording to Authors are form'd upon the Membrane that 
covers the Nofes within, by fbme alteration made there j 
fome are form'd alfo m tother parts, as in the Cavities of 
the great Veins. But this Membrane is more difpos'd to 
the produdion of them than others, becaufe it i% the 
mofl fpongy of the whole Body, and moft full of Blood 
Veflels. 

The Difcovery of Mr. Giles ^ gives us to underftand, 
that it may be produced in the Sinus, over which this 
Membrane is extended, and into which it filters the Snot 
which is fpread over this Organe, and for this reafbn 
probably 'tis that^tisfo difficult radically to cure thefe 
Polypus's. 

Moreovar the extirpation of them is riot always fo 
fuccefiful as it has been in this ; when they appear very 
red and full of Blood, the Extirpation of them is dange- 
rous, for fear of an Hemorhagie, which is not eafily 
ftopt Therefore fome do ufe Cauftick Waters, and 
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that with better Succefs ; fome have been recovered, as 
Schenkius fays, by the ufe of a Remedy prepared thus. 
Take an ordinary Bucket with 6 oty Holes in the bot- 
tom, upon which lay the thicknets of four Fingers 
broad in Quick-Lime, upon, which lay as much Aihes 
of Oak, continue this Stratification till only four Fin- 
gers be left a top, which is filled with Water, that paf^ 
fts through all the Beds, to fall into a Veflcl under the 
Bucket, pour this three or four times upon thefe Beds, 
then leave it on the Fire till it thicken lifes a Gelly. This 
Matter is preferv'd in Bottles well ftopt, of which one 
may take the bignefs of a Bean in a little Leaden- 
Spoon, which muft be thruft into the Noft, Co that 
the Matter do not touch any thing, but the Car- 
nofity, upon which it muft remain near an Hour. 
After 'tis taken off, they apply Butter to take off the 
Efcharr ; this Remedy is repeated 'till the Excreftence 
be entirely confum'd. The Ephemerides of the Curi- 
ous Brag ,of Paftcs made of good Sublimate , the 
Ruft of Copper and Leven, q. f. which is ufed as other 
Caufticks. 



VI. Account 



